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SCHOOL CALENDAR 

PLEASE CHECK ON SKOOLBAG CALENDAR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Meetings are in the Staff/Community  
Centre unless indicated  otherwise 

 
Welcome to Term 1 and a special welcome to the 43 new families who 

joined us in Years 1 – 6, as well as our new Preps. Congratulations to our 

staff on another wonderful start to the year. Although a significant number 

of students have not yet returned due to family concerns about 

Coronavirus, we have seen calm and happy classrooms across the school.  

As part of our review of school 

communications, School Council has 

decided on some improvements that 

will be implemented from this term. 

These were flagged in our 28 

November newsletter.  This week’s 

newsletter is a long one as we move to 

fortnightly publication. Our new 

website goes live next week. It can be 

found at the same address 

www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au, contains 

updated information and is mobile 

device-friendly. The translation tool offers a multitude of languages to 

families. The new school calendar will soon be found on the Home Page. 

Our Learning to Learn program continues until the end of next week to 

ensure safe, respectful classrooms and positive relationships. Teachers and 

students have determined expectations for classrooms and the playground, 

based on the school values and our school vision of Learn, Thrive, 

Contribute. Year 6 students will receive their LPS Year 6 badges at 

tomorrow’s 3 p.m. assembly, recognising their contributions as role models 

in our school. 

As well as preparing for classes, last week our teachers undertook some 

professional learning. On Tuesday, we discussed Student Feedback as part 

of our work on Student Agency. Our staff also explored protocols for 

working collaboratively in PLC teams and School Improvement Teams, as we 

are determined to maintain the impressive professional culture and 

leadership our teachers valued in 2019. On Wednesday, we joined with two 

other schools to complete Cultural Understanding and Safety Training, led 

by the Regional Koorie Educator, to  strengthen our understandings of 

aboriginal education and history. 

Our First Aid Officer, Bernadette, led staff through a review of the serious 

06/02/2020 

Friday 7 Feb 

Second Hand Uniform Shop open 3 - 4pm 

School Assembly 3pm 

Monday 10 Feb 

Junior School Years 1 & 2 Parent information 

evening 6-6:45pm 

Middle School Years 3 & 4 Parent 

information evening 7-7:45pm 

Tuesday 11 Feb 

Prep Parent information evening 6pm 

Finance sub-committee 8am 

Parents Group meeting 7 pm 

Thursday 13 Feb 

Senior School Years 5 & 6 Parent  

information evening 6-6:45pm 

Friday 14 Feb 

School Assembly 3pm 

Tuesday 18 Feb 

Meet the teacher  3:50 - 6pm 

School Council meeting 7pm 

Thursday 20 Feb  

Meet the teacher 3:50 - 8pm 

Thurs 27 February 6 - 7:30 pm  

Parent Evening ‘Anxiety to Resilience’ with 

Dr Jodie Richards 

Friday 6 March 

Student Free day 
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health needs of some students, including asthma and anaphylaxis. Currently, known allergens include nuts, peanuts, 

cashews, pistachios, walnuts, almonds, hazelnuts, brazil nuts, pecan nuts, kiwi fruit, soy, dairy foods, eggs, sesame 

seeds, fish, shell fish, and bee and wasp stings. As these allergens can be life-threatening for some children, we 

discourage shared food and ask that you check with teachers before bringing in any food or pets. Did you know that 

some pet food contains nut oils? 

Fortunately, we had no teacher changes over the break. Our 2020 staff list is included in this newsletter, with PLC team 

leaders marked in bold. We will be employing a new Play Therapist after Carolyn transferred to a Behavioural Disorders 

setting. 

The 8:50 am bell signals that students should enter classrooms, unpack bags and bring phones or smart watches to the 

office. Parents are welcome to also enter classrooms at 8:50 am and mention anything briefly to the teacher if needed. 

Please understand that teachers are supervising their classes at this time, so make an appointment for anything that 

requires a longer conversation. Learning begins at 9:00am and we need parents’ support to 

ensure your children are at school on time.  

Some significant projects were undertaken in the January holidays. The Lab sinks and taps are 

fully functional. New plasma large-screen TVs were purchased for five Prep rooms, to replace 

their interactive whiteboards with new technology. Thank you to parents who pay the ICT levy 

that funds our ongoing ICT upgrades across the school. The OSHC storeroom was refitted, 

completing the transformation of this space over the last 18 months with an OSHClub grant. 

An old underground fuel tank was removed near the library. The smashed office door was 

replaced. Additionally, new furniture arrived for four of our Year 5 classrooms, transforming 

those spaces. 

Parents are reminded that you are invited to a 90-minute 'Anxiety to Resilience' presentation by Wellbeing expert and 

author, Dr Jodi Richardson, on Thursday 27 February at 6 p.m. in the school hall. Resilience is one of our school values 

and we are finding, like many schools, that anxiety in children is increasing and certainly affecting some children’s 

resilience and school attendance. I strongly urge all parents to attend this session, where Jodi will outline  some useful 

strategies to reduce the impact of anxiety and build resilience. 

Parents are invited to nominate for the vacancies on School Council and nomination forms will be available from the 

office from tomorrow, 7 February. If you are interested, but cannot collect a nomination form, please telephone the 

office to request that we send one home with your eldest child. More information can be found in this newsletter. 

Please read the newsletter each fortnight, and check our school calendar for events, as these are important 

communication tools. We start the term with Parent Information Evenings and Meet the Teacher in weeks 3 and 4. 

Information Evenings will address some key questions parents raised in the 2019 Parent Opinion Survey. Details on how 

to make bookings for individual parent-teacher meetings via Sentral are included in this newsletter.  

We are looking forward to another great year with you and your children. If you have any questions, concerns or 

comments, please feel welcome to contact your class teacher, PLC leader, Kathy Verbi, Jo Braden or me. 

Kim  

Notices sent home this week: 

 2020 Acceptable Use of Technologies agreement form. Please discuss with your children. This  form should be 

signed by all parents and Year 2 - 6 students. Further details are at the top of the document. If your eldest child is in 

Prep, please discuss with your child, sign the form and return to your child’s teacher. 

 Years 1 - 6 Questions for Parent-Teacher Meetings. 

 New families: Sentral log-in passwords and information. 
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Schedule 4: Notice of Election and Call for Nominations 

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Laburnum Primary School. 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school from Friday 7 February and completed nomination forms must be 

lodged at the office by 3.00 pm on Friday 21 February 2020. 

Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The terms of office, 

membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as follows: 

 

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further nomina-

tions will be posted at the main door to the school. 

Kim Dray 

Principal 

Are you interested in joining our School Council? 

Each year in February/March, an election is conducted for members of the School Council for Laburnum Primary School. 

All government schools in Victoria have a School Council; a legally formed body that sets the key directions of the school 

within clear DET guidelines.  

There are three possible categories of membership: 

 A mandated elected parent category. Potential and retiring councillors can be nominated. 

 A mandated elected Department of Education and Training (DET) employee category.  

 An optional community member category. Our community member is currently a Parents Group representative. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

CATEGORY 
TERM OF OFFICE 

NUMBER OF      

POSITIONS 

Parent member From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in 

2020; to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll 

in 2022 

  

4 

DET employee 

member 

From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll in 

2020; to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll 

in 2022 

  

3 

Reminder 

In the interests of your children’s safety, parents are reminded that students are supervised before and after 

school by our staff as follows:  

 before school between 8:45 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.   

• after school until 3:45 p.m.  A bell rings at 3:45 p.m. to signal children should be with their parents, at  

OSHClub or come to the office at that time.  

Outside of these times the supervision and collection of students is the responsibility of parents/carers. These 

arrangements are common in schools and we urge parents not to send children to school too early, or leave 

them unattended or out of sight after school.  

If your personal circumstances mean this is challenging, or to manage unexpected emergencies, please enrol 

your children in our OSHClub for before or after school care. There is no cost to register ‘just in case’ you 

need to use this service: https://www.oshclub.com.au/laburnum-primary-school-vic/ We will send uncollected 

students to OSHClub, at parents’ expense, as we cannot supervise students after 3:45 p.m. 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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The term of office for councillors is two years. Some members retire each year and this creates vacancies for the annual 

School Council elections. If you have a desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future, and 

positively contribute in ways that reflect the best interests of all students, please consider nominating. 

Nomination forms for the vacancies on School Council will be available from the office from tomorrow, 7 February. If you 

are interested in nominating, but cannot collect a nomination form, please telephone the office to request that we send 

one home with your eldest child. 

Nominations close at 3:00 pm. on Friday 21 March 2020.  

Please also see the attached timeline and ‘Notice of election and call for nominations’ in this newsletter. 

If you require further information about School Council or the process for filling vacancies, please contact the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMETABLE 

  Notice of election and call for nominations by Friday 7 February 2020 

  Closing date for nominations 
3:00 p.m. on 

Friday 21 February 2020 

  Date by which the list of candidates and nominators 
will be posted 

Monday 24 February 2020 

  Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and 
distributed (if required) 

On or before 
Friday 28 February 2020 

  Close of ballot 
3:00 p.m. on 

Friday 6 March 2020 

  Vote count (if required) 
On or before 

Wednesday 11 March 2020 

  Declaration of poll 
On or before 

Wednesday 11 March 2020 

  First council meeting to elect office bearers and 

community member (the principal will preside) 

On or before 
Tuesday 17 March 2020 

The Department of Education and Training advises families that the Department does not hold insurance for 

personal property brought to schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. 

We therefore regret that we are unable to take any responsibility for lost, damaged or missing items, nor in-

vestigate such instances. Please leave all valuables or ‘special’ items at home. 

Parents are also reminded that the Department or school does not provide personal accident insurance or am-

bulance cover for students. It is strongly recommended that families take out Ambulance Cover. If a child re-

quires urgent medical care, an ambulance will be called. The Department of Education and Training advises 

the following: 

 parents/guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance, are responsible for paying 

the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance/

transport and any other transport costs; and 

 parents/guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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Meet the Teacher meetings 

(Tues 18  & Thurs Feb 20) 
In week 4, we are offering appointments for parents/carers to meet your child’s teacher individually. The 
appointment is an opportunity for you to share any information about your child’s wellbeing or academic needs that 
will support them to have the most successful year possible.  

Meet the Teacher appointments will run for 10 minutes, this includes "change-over time" - time to allow the 
teacher to be ready for their next appointment. Specialist teachers will have limited appointments available, please 
only book  one per family. If you need more time with a particular teacher for any reason beyond this, you are 
welcome to arrange a separate meeting or phone call outside of these dates and times.  

  

To make a booking: Visit: https://sentral.laburnumps.vic.edu.au/portal 

  

Opening and Closing Dates 

Bookings will open Monday 9 February  at 5.00 pm. 

Bookings will close Monday 17 February  at 5.00 pm. 

Once logged into the Parent portal you should 

see the tab on the left hand side (see example).  

If you don’t see this screen please check you 

are in Portal Version 2. 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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SCIENCE UPDATE! 

Dear Parents, 

If you have a passion and expertise in STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics), the students of 

Laburnum Primary School would love you to join the Science/STEM committee. If you are interested, please email your 

name and contact email address to the school. I am hoping to organise a meeting for this as soon as possible. If you are 

a past member and still keen to continue on this committee, could you please send an email to confirm your interest. 

Our fantastic Laburnum Lab is ready to be used for some inspiring learning opportunities. I look forward to meeting 

everyone soon. 

Regards 

Jacqueline Purcell 

Learning Specialist 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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Library News    

WELCOME!!  It has been wonderful to see our students commencing their 

weekly library sessions.  I have thoroughly enjoyed  listening to students 

enthusiastically  sharing  books that they have read over the summer break and 

recommending ‘new reads’ to their peers . 

Library Opening Times 

The Library is open from 8.45-8.57 am every morning before school and, during 

this time, we encourage students to return books, borrow, read, build, play chess, 

draw and create. Parents are welcome to come and share stories with their children, including toddlers. 

The Library is also open during the second half of lunchtime (11.35am – 12.00 pm) on Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays.   

Volunteers Needed!! 

Do you have half an hour or so to spare once a week and would like to help out in our fabulous library?  I am looking for 

parents who hold a current ‘Working with Children Check’ to assist with the returning and shelving of books, either at 

9.00 am or from 3 pm each day.   

If you are able to assist, please come and see me in the library any morning before school.  Any help you could give me 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Book Club 

Laburnum participates in Scholastic Book Club, which offers a selection of books across a wide range of reading levels 

and interests, often at discounted prices. Book Club is also a fantastic fundraiser for our school as we receive a 

percentage of each book sold.  

Brochures for the current Book Club issue have been sent home this week and orders are due next Tuesday February 

11th. 

Orders can be placed either online by visiting www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP or by completing the order form included in 
the brochure, and returning this with correct payment to your class teacher by next Tuesday.  

 

And finally 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy Keogh 
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CHINESE COMMUNITY     

MORNING TEA 
 

    Term 1  2020 

     THURSDAY  

      5th March 

   9.00 – 10.00am 

 All Parents Welcome！ 
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 OSHClub News OSHClub News 
Before School / After School Care Program  

Program Update – Feb 6th 2020 

OSHC program phone: 0413 227 071 

Welcome Back! 
A warm welcome back to those families that have been utilising the OSHC service this week. It's been amazing to hear 
about all of your adventures over the holidays and what you enjoyed the most- especially those families whose 
children attended one of our OSHClub Holiday Programs. If you have not attended one in the past, now might be a 
good time to ask one of your fellow parents- after all, they will have received feedback from their own children! 
 
Welcome to a new staff member 
A big welcome to our new coordinator, Mary, who commenced in the last week of term 4. Having extensive 
experience working in OSHC, she has hit the ground running, supporting the coordinator as we make the program 
even better than it was last year! 
While Mary takes on the coordinator role, Lynette will still be here everyday supporting the running of the service in 
her role as assistant coordinator. Having Mary run the program will ensure consistency of staff during those times 
when Lynette is out helping other OSHClub services. 
 
How to enrol 
Enrolling your child in OSHClub is completely free- if your child never attends, you won’t be charged. All you need 
to do is create an account by following the links from our website, www.oshclub.com.au and creating 
an iParent Portal account. You can then log in and complete your child’s enrolment from this home page. If 
you have any questions about this process, feel free to contact our customer accounts team on 1300 395 735 or the 
coordinator direct at the program.  
I believe this to be beneficial for all families as, once your child is enrolled, you then have the comfort of knowing the 
program is available to you anytime should unforeseen circumstances arise. It also gives you the assurance of 
knowing that your child ,or children, will be cared for in a safe, fun and friendly environment.   
 
If you would like to discuss the possibility of enrolling your child (or just check out our facilities), feel free to visit the 
OSHC Room any afternoon. You can't miss us- We're wearing bright red T-shirts! 
 
Time to Slip, Slop, Slap!  
Just a reminder that as it is Term 1, it’s time to Slip, Slop, Slap! Please make sure your child brings a hat to 
the OSHClub program. OSHClub has a “No hat- No outside play” policy. OSHClub also provides sun cream.   
If your child is allergic to a particular type of sun cream, please inform the coordinator (Lynette) at the program. We 
also encourage you to read our sun smart policy, which states that a broad brimmed, legionnaire or bucket hat and 
sunscreen must be worn when the UV index is above 3. 
 
Health and Allergy  
There are a number of children with health and allergy requirements at the program. We ask that all Parents/ 
guardians  please make sure updated action plans are given to the coordinator (Lynette) to copy. If your child requires 
an Epi-pen, please make sure the Epi-pen is stored at the service.   
If you would like a copy of OSHClub's Anaphylaxis Policy, please feel free to ask.  
 
Collection of Preps- Process 
Ensuring the safety of all children in our care is our top priority here at OSHClub. To this 
end, we have been collecting (and delivering) all prep children that are booked in our care 
to and from their teachers every day. For Before School Care (BSC), this means walking 
them down in a group and assisting them to put their bags away in the classroom, while 
during the afternoon they are collected and transported directly to the OSHC room for 
afternoon tea (Grades 1-6 still are signed in at the hall).  
If you have any questions about this process, you are most welcome to drop into the 
OSHC room any morning after 9am for a chat. 
 

Below: “Outer Space 
Pops” with strawberries, 
yoghurt and sprinkles! 
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 OSHClub News 

Before School / After School Care Program  
OSHClub News 
Before School / After School Care Program  

Program Update – Feb 6th 2020 

OSHC program phone: 0413 227 071 

 
Prep Days now open! 
If you have a prep child and need care for them on a Wednesday (when 
they don’t have school), feel free to book them in to attend our prep 
days! They will run every Wednesday until the end of February and have 
loads of fun activities and themes to keep them happy whilst in our care. 
As these sessions run concurrently with Before School Care and After 
School Care, OSHClub will be providing breakfast and afternoon tea (and 
late snack) on these days. Please ensure your child has morning tea and 
lunch with them though!  
To book, simply select the Wednesday you require, and select “Prep Day” 
as the room type- you can then drop them off and pick them up anytime 
between 7am-6pm on that day! 
We will require a minimum of 15 bookings to run these days so make sure 
you book early. 

 
 
Our Menu for next week! 
Fresh fruit and vegetables are always available for children who are hungry. For ASC we serve this on a platter (in 
addition to the menu items below). 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

BSC Fruit salad with 
yoghurt  

      
Toasted cheese 

sandwiches  

ASC Main 
Caesar Salad Cups 
with cheese and 

croutons  

Savoy biscuits 
with cherry 

tomatoes and 
cheese  

Sushi 
Bowls with 

white rice and 
soy sauce 

Popcorn  Wraps  

ASC 
5:15pm 
Snack 

Brown rice crackers 
with dip. 

Salada biscuits 
with cheese  

Rice paper rolls 
with apple and 

cinnamon  

Ritz biscuits 
(plain)  

Rice Cakes   

 
Next week’s goal: to learn to get along with others as we establish our expectations! 
Our weekly planner is always on display in the OSHC room and is changed every week. If you are not sure where, 
feel free to ask and we will point you in the correct direction!  
Suggestions are always welcome- simply write down on a sticky note and place into our feedback box, or tell a 
staff member! 
 

 

Parent Information 

All children must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au (where you will be directed to the kidsoft page). 

All bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings, please 
contact the coordinator directly at the program. 

OSHClub Head Office and Accounts: 1300 395 735 (8am-6pm) 

OSHClub Accounts: oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au 

Coordinators: Mary Corbisiero & Lynette Bailey  
  
Educators: Alagammal & Chiara   

 

Right: One of our new preps, Ananya, 
is making a zoo for our dinosaurs! 
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Chess Ideas 

 

 

 

 
Child Safe   

Organisation  
In accordance with the 

Child Safety and Wellbeing 

act of Victoria.  

                                 

Ph:  9532 8370 

 

Fax: 9532 8360 

 

P.O. Box 3158 

Ripponlea 3185 

 
admin@chessideas.com.au 

 

 Established in 1994  

 

 Teaching in over 100 

schools in Melbourne 

and Ballarat. 

 

 Coaches to the top 

junior students in 

Victoria. 

 
 

 

               
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHESS REGISTRATION TERM 1, 2020 

(Laburnum Primary School) 
 
NAME OF CHILD: __________________________________________________ GRADE: ______________ 

 

  CONTACT PARENT/GUARDIAN: _____________________________________ Ph. #: ________________ 

 

SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card Details: (Visa and Mastercard only)   

 

NAME ON CARD: ________________________________________________ CARD TYPE: _____________ 

 

CARD NUMBER: ________________________________________________    EXPIRY DATE: __________ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please enclose $124.00 and send to:-‘Chess Ideas (Australia) Pty. Ltd.’ PO Box 3158, Ripponlea Vic 3185,  

or phone 9532 - 8370  or fax 9532 - 8360 with credit card details between the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 

p.m. 

WANT TO FIND OUT ABOUT TOURNAMENTS? Fill in your e-mail details for us 

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

Date:             7/2 – 27/3 (no Chess 6/3):  – 7 sessions 

  

Time:  Friday 11.10 a.m. – 12.00a.m 

 

Cost:  $15.50 per session = $108.50 for Term. 

 
 

 

Cheques should be made payable to “Chess Ideas (Australia) Pty. Ltd.” or we accept 

payment by MasterCard, and Visa either by phone, 9532-8370, fax, 9532-8360, email 

admin@chessideas.com.au  or post. (Please complete the form below and return with 

payment). ALL PAYMENTS CAN NOW BE DONE 

ONLINE AT: www.chessideas.com.au ALL  

 

PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE BY THE SECOND 

WEEK OF CHESS  
 

 
 

If your child has a medical condition we should know about please ring our office 

with details. 

                                                                                                                                                             

Go to www.chessideas.com.au  for our home page, to see 

upcoming tournaments and events. 
                                                                       

 
                                                                                                                                                                

Laburnum Primary School 

Chess Club Term 1, 2020 

 
Term 1 starts on the 7th February      

 

 

Follow  
us on  

Facebook 
Chess Ideas Australia  
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Disclaimer:  

We endeavour to ensure that the information in this newsletter is correct and current at the time of publication, but take no responsibility for 

any error, omission or defect. Laburnum Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any sponsor or advertiser and no 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training or school for accuracy of information contained in their entries. 

Second Hand Uniforms 

The Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open on the 

first Friday of every month, 3pm-4pm. When this 

day falls in the school/public holidays we will adjust 

it to the first Friday of term. The dates will be as 

follows: 

 Friday 7th Feb 
 Friday 13th March 
 Friday 17th April 
 Friday 1st May 
 Friday 5th June 
 Friday 17th July 
 Friday 7th August 
 Friday 4th September 
 Friday 9th October 
 Friday 6th November 
 Friday 4th December 

Term Dates 2020 

Term 1 Starts: Thur 30  January 

(28 & 29 Jan are student free days) 

  Ends: Fri 27 March 

Term 2 Starts: Tues 14 April 

  Ends: Fri 26 June 

Term 3 Starts: Mon 13 July 

  Ends: Fri 18 September 

Term 4 Starts: Mon 05 October 

  Ends: Fri 18 December 
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