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SCHOOL CALENDAR 

PLEASE CHECK ON SKOOLBAG CALENDAR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Meetings are in the Staff/Community  
Centre unless indicated  otherwise 

 

Ms. Gladys Liu, M.P. for Chisholm, visited our school assembly last week. 

She announced the school would receive a $20,000 Local Schools 

Community Fund grant towards completion of The Laburnum Laboratory. 

Gladys was impressed by the scale of The Lab project and the investment 

made by the school community (through Parents Group) in such a fantastic 

facility. The grant will allow us to complete the outdoor learning area and 

bring this local fund-raising project to completion. 

As a result of recent School Council Elections, we congratulate our new or  

re-elected school councillors: Michael Johnson, Georgina Raudon, Tom 

Harper, Philip Grainger-Smith, Kathy Verbi, Michael Mottershead and Jo 

Braden.  

School Council holds its Annual General Meeting on 17 March at 7 pm, 

followed by the first meeting of the new council. A full list of councillors will 

be published after that meeting. 

This Friday, 6 March, is a student-free day. Our teachers have the privilege 

of working with renowned Literacy expert Diane Snowball once again, this 

time on Spelling. After Di guided our work on Reading over the last 2 years, 

with outstanding results for our students, we are thrilled to work with her 

again. 

Our teachers have started taking their Professional Practice Days (PPDs). All 

government school teachers receive one day per term to work on a 

collaborative focus, with the aim of improving teaching and learning. On 

these days, PLC teams are released from their scheduled duties and Casual 

Relieving Teachers (CRTs) take their classes. Our Leading Teachers, Learning 

Specialists, Literacy consultant and regional staff assist teachers with this 

work.  

05/03/2020 

Friday 6 March 

Student Free day 

Monday 9 March 

NO school - Labour day 

Tuesday 10 March 

Finance sub-committee 8am 

Education sub-committee 7pm 

Friday 13 March 

School photos 

School Assembly 3pm 

Second Hand uniform shop 3 - 4pm 

Twilight sports 5:15 - 6:30pm 

Tuesday 17 March 

School Council meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 18 March 

2021 Prep School Tour 10am 

Friday 20 March 

School Assembly 3pm 

Friday 27 March 

End of Term 1 -  School finishes 2:30pm 

NO School Assembly  

Join us for TWILIGHT SPORTS,  
led by our House Captains:  

Next FRIDAY 13 March, starting at 5:15 pm, 
with a BBQ by Parents Group. 

Students are asked to wear house colours 
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On their Term 1 Professional Practice Days, teams have chosen to work on one or more of the following areas: 

 Reading; 

 Spelling; 

 Student assessment and data analysis  

We hope to see you at Twilight Sports next Friday evening! 

Kim 

Dr Jodi Richardson – Anxiety to Resilience Presentation 

Thank you to the many parents and staff who attended Jodi’s presentation last Thursday evening. We know that there 
are students in our school with diagnosed anxiety conditions, along with students who simply require some additional 
support at times.  

Jodi shared a number of key messages, including: 

 Validate your child’s anxiety when it is showing rather than telling them to calm down 

 Listen to your child with your full attention when they are sharing their worries and concerns 

 Don’t over-organise every waking moment of your child’s life – down time is super important 

 Help your child to move on from challenging moments by building resilience 

 Talk to your child’s teacher if you have concerns to develop a united approach 

 Seek out the support of your GP if anxiety is impacting your family life 

If you would like more information about Jodi and her work: www.drjodirichardson.com.au 

You can find Jodi’s book via her website. Don’t forget to tune into our information from Parenting Ideas – much of the 
content is developed by Jodi. 

Narelle Sime 
Leading Teacher – Engagement & Wellbeing 
 
 
 

Education Sub-Committee 

Education Sub-Committee is represented by both teachers and parents and includes members from School Council. 

Teachers are able to provide parents with information about what is happening in the school from a teaching and 

learning perspective. Parents are welcome to ask questions, clarify their understanding or provide feedback on agenda 

items. 

The first meeting for 2020 will take place next Tuesday 10th March at 7pm in the Conference Room. During this meeting, 

we will be looking at establishing the purpose and protocols for this group, along with looking at future items for 

discussion later in the year. We meet monthly and provide feedback to School Council. 

If you would like to receive the agenda or minutes, please email the school office to organise this.  

Narelle Sime 

Leading Teacher – Engagement & Wellbeing 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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Sports News 

BDSSA District Swimming Carnival 

On Tuesday February 25th, 23 of our LPS students attended the BDSSA (Blackburn District School Sports Association) 

District Swimming Carnival at Monash Aquatic Centre in Glen Waverly. The students braved the cool outdoor conditions 

to represent our school exceptionally well with their talents and personal best achievements displayed throughout the 

day.  

All the students competed with the right attitude and spirit and a great day was had by all students, teachers and 

parents involved. I would like to say a massive thank you to all the parents who helped out with supporting and 

supervising our wonderful students. We wouldn’t be able to participate in these wonderful events without you!  

Whitehorse Division Swimming Carnival 

With our school achieving such fantastic results from our 

District Swimming Carnival, 9 of our students were selected to 

represent LPS at the Division Swimming Carnival held at 

Aquanation in Ringwood on Monday 1st of March. I was lucky 

enough to attend the carnival, with all our students swimming  

their best. I am extremely proud to be part of our LPS 

community as I not only saw our students swimming with 

outstanding talent and grit, but the highlight was seeing all  

students encouraging each other  to do their best.  

Congratulations to all our swimmers on their outstanding attitude and personal best achievements on the day, and once 

again a huge thank you to our parents who supported, supervised and transported the students to and from the venue. 

Your support is greatly appreciated! 

Finally, we extend our best wishes to Angela A who will go onto compete in the Regional Swimming Championsips for 

the 50m breaststroke event at Aquanation Ringwood on Friday 13th of March.  

Please find below a list of our swimming competitors:  

District Swimmers: 

 

50m Freestyle 50 Breaststroke 50m Backstroke 50m Butterfly 

Jessica M Jessica M Chloe G Mia H 

Chloe G Georgia R Jacquelin W Patrick G 

Darcey S Darcey S Jonathan D   

Harper C Alvis W Edward S   

Angela A Angela A Amy F   

Matilda B Kuhu S Kuhu S   

Thomas J Thomas J Sam F   

Pok Y K Aditya A Ryan Y   

Khushi S Khushi S     

Gemma S Gemma S     

Patrick G Alvin W     

Alvin W       
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Division Swimmers: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Twilight Sports 2020 

Our fantastic community event Twilight Sports is coming up on Friday March 13th from 5.30 – 6.30pm. Come 
along at 5.15pm for a 5.30pm start – there are lots of fun activities to do such as Egg and Spoon Races, 3 
Legged Races and Toss the Chicken!!  

 

Make sure that you are wearing your House colours on the day and remember to bring some money along for 
the amazing BBQ that the Parents Group will be organising after the event from 6.30 onwards.  

 

 

Spanish News 

Hola! This term, we have been learning many different thing across each year level. Our Prep students have been 

introduced to simple greetings, such as hola and adios.  In comparing English and Spanish visual texts, the Preps made 

some las arañas pequenitas (Incy Wincy Spiders) and have been learning the sounds of el alfabeto.  

Our Year 1 and 2 students have been busy learning about los cuerpos y las frutas as part of our Healthy Bodies lessons, 

whilst our Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 students have been viewing various texts to translate, using their knowledge of near-

cognates and cognates. Do you know what the words atencíon, precaucíon, inteligente, actualmente and finalmente 

mean? Ask your child to explain the answers to you! 

Key vocabulary to practice this term includes: 

Ojos mirando (Eyes looking), orejas escuchando (ears listening), levanta tu mano (raise your hand), piernas cruzadas 

(legs crossed), cara al frente (face to the front) and manos en tus rodillas (hands in your lap).  

It has been great seeing students return to Spanish Club (Tuesdays at lunchtime from 11.10-11.40am) after a short 

break and we hope to see some new faces this year! It’s a great opportunity for everyone to explore all things Spanish!  

Our Spanish Captains are holding a competition to create a Spanish Club poster to display around the school. All entries 
must be hand drawn and include the following information: Spanish Club on Tuesdays at Lunchtime 11.10-11.40pm.     
Be as creative as you wish with the design and please submit it to Señora Mason before Week 8. Gracias! 

 
 

50m Freestyle Relay 50m Freestyle 50m Breastroke 50m Butterfly 

Jessica M Jessica M Jessica M Mia H 

Georgia R   Angela A   

Jacquline W       

Chloe G       

Angela A       

Kuhu S       

Amy F       

Matilda B       
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Library News 

Stop the press!! 

 
We have been waiting in anticipation to see who the 2020-2021 Australian Children’s Laureate will be.  The talented 
author Ursula Dubosarsky has been chosen as the Australian Children’s Laureate.  

The Children’s Laureate is an established author who is chosen to travel around Australia – and even the world – talking 
to children and adults about the importance of BOOKS, READING and LIBRARIES. 

Ursula wanted to be a writer from the age of six and is now the author of over 60 books for children and young adults. 

Her books have been published widely across the world and translated into fourteen different languages. 

 We have many of her books displayed in the library for you to browse and borrow so make sure you come along and 

check them out!  

For more information about Ursula and the children’s laureate please go to http://www.childrenslaureate.org.au/   

 or  http://ursuladubosarsky.squarespace.com/ 

 

 

Book Club 

Laburnum participates in Scholastic Book Club which offers a selection of books across a wide range of reading levels 

and interests, often at discounted prices. Book Club is also a fantastic fundraiser for our school as we receive a 

percentage of each book sold.  

Brochures for the current Book Club issue have been sent home this week and orders are due next Tuesday March 10th. 

Orders can be placed either online by visiting www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP or by completing the order form included in 
the brochure, and returning this with correct payment to your class teacher by next Tuesday.  

 

 

 

 

First Aid News 
Medical condition paperwork for the annual update, has been sent out. These forms need to be completed and  

returned as soon as possible. 

Please note that all Asthma, Allergy and Anaphylaxis plans, MUST be completed by your child’s doctor, if your child no 

longer has this condition, we need a letter from the doctor, on practice letterhead stating this. Please return as soon as 

possible. 

Many thanks 

First Aid 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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INSIGHTS  

Why validation is the best parenting skill of all  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At a time when the mental health and wellbeing of children and teenagers is firmly in the spotlight, validation is 

an essential parenting skill. 
 
When a child or teen comes to you when they are struggling emotionally, they want you to understand their dilemma. 

They don’t want to be dismissed or told to ‘get over it’. They generally want someone to acknowledge that their 

concern is real with comments such as: 
 
“I see you’re worried about going to camp. I can understand that. “  
“Thanks for telling about the scary monsters in your bedroom. Let’s see what we can do about 

them.” “I’d be afraid too if I was le alone on my own for that long.” 

 
Validation of a child’s struggles helps them 
 
Validating a child’s struggles helps in a number of ways. It works to: 
 
Build deep connection  
Relationships built at the time of vulnerability go deep and are hard to break. 
 
Promote a child’s wellbeing  
Validation helps kids feel safe, which is what ‘worry warts’ and anxious kids want. Lack of understanding rather 

than fear itself o en impacts negatively on a child’s happiness. 
 
Overcome disappointment and build resilience  
Validation encourages kids to give voice to their concern or disappointment and either takes steps to rectify it or move on. 
 
Develop emotional intelligence  
Parental validation models emotional intelligence for children and teens. It requires you to identify the emotions 

that may be behind their language or behaviour. 
 
Encourage empathy  
Validation requires you to stop, listen and get on the same wavelength as your child. 
 
 
Four steps to validating your child’s emotions 
 
Follow these steps when your child comes to you with their worries or concerns to make sure they feel understood. 
 
Attend  
Stop what you are doing and give your child full attention.  
 
 
 

 
Provided as a part of our school’s Parenting Ideas membership parentingideas.com.au 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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Disclaimer:  

We endeavour to ensure that the information in this newsletter is correct and current at the time of publication, but take no responsibility for 

any error, omission or defect. Laburnum Primary School does not endorse the products or services of any sponsor or advertiser and no 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training or school for accuracy of information contained in their entries. 
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CONFIRMED DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Friday 13th March – Twilight Sports BBQ (Volunteers required – please see below) 
Friday 20th March – Easter Raffle Drawn at assembly 
Sunday April 19th –  Family Day out – Barefoot Bowls 

Parents Group News 

 

 

 

Twilight Sports BBQ – Friday 13th March 

 

If you don’t already have the date in your diary, make sure you add Friday 13th March for  

a fun night of outdoor activities for the children and a great social evening for all the  

family. 

Come on down to the school oval from around 5.15pm and enjoy something to eat from the  

Parent’s Group BBQ or even better, volunteer to help out on the BBQ!! 

This is easily done online here https://signup.com/go/Dssjsza where you can sign up for  

a time slot, we need a few helpers so please volunteer if you can. 

The BBQ will run throughout the event – or until sold out. Please note it is cash only so  

come prepared. The menu will be as follows: 

Sausages in bread with/without onion and tomato sauce     $2.50 ea. 

Hamburgers in a bun with/without onion, coleslaw and tomato sauce  $5.00 ea. 

Vegie Burgers in a bun with/without onion, coleslaw and tomato sauce   $5.00 ea. 

Drinks: Juice boxes or Water          $1.00 ea. 

 

Easter Raffle 

Last chance to enter the Easter raffle! 

Please return your raffle tickets and money to the office by Wednesday 18th  March at the 

very latest to ensure you are in the draw! 

Any unsold tickets should also be returned by this date. 

1st Prize:  Rebel Sports Gift Voucher (Value $400) 

2nd Prize: Lego Harry Potter-Hogwarts Clock Tower (Value $139.99) 

3rd Prize:  1 x Easter Egg Hamper (Value $100) 

4th Prize:  Lego Star Wars - Pasaana Speed Chase (Value $89.99) 

5th Prize:  Razor Kick scooter (Value $69.99) 

6th Prize:  1 x Easter Egg Hamper (Value $50) 

Thank you to Rebel Sports and Toyworld, Forest Hill for the prizes donated through their Loyalty Programs, and LPS 

families for supporting these programs. 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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Barefoot Bowls – Laburnum PS Family Day out – Sunday 19th April 

Please join us for a day out at the Blackburn Bowls Club for Laburnum families only. 

You and your children will enjoy an afternon playing bowls and a bbq lunch. 

Tickets are available via the folliwng link https://www.trybooking.com/BIVRY 

Adults $10, Children $5.  

Price includes a ticket into our Raffle – to be drawn on the day. 

Get in quick as only 200 tickets available! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents Group AGM 

 

Tuesday night saw our AGM with the election of required office bearers for Parents Group. Thank you to all who 
attended and put up their hand for a position. The appointed office bearers are as follows: 

President – Narelle Vais 

Vice President – Jonathan Teow 

Treasurer – Tasneem Poonawala 

Secretary – Liz Harper 

We congratulate the new team and look forward to a productive year.  Don’t forget the minutes of the AGM and the 
March meeting can be found on Sentral. 

 

Next Parents Group meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th March at 7:00 pm in the staffroom. 

 

  

We desperately need more mums, dads & carers to volunteer to help 
with Laburnum’s Parents’ Group activities. 

 
What does Parents Group do? 

Organise a variety of social and community events to help build the school community and rela-

tionships at our school (for example Barefoot Bowls, Christmas Picnic, Twilight Sports BBQ, 

Trivia Night, Mother’s Day Stall, Father’s Day breakfast). 

Organise fundraising events and activities to raise important funds for our school (for example 

previously we have had the Colour Run, Easter Raffle, Fete). 

Hear firsthand from our school leadership team & school council any updates and changes to the 

school and have an opportunity to provide feedback. 

Love having new people join with fresh ideas and input! There is no expectation on members to 

put all their spare time into activities – you can put as much or as little time in as you like. 

 
We meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 7pm in the staffroom.  
 

For further information please email parentsgroup.lps@gmail.com 

Come and join us on Parents 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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My School Journal  
 
The Laburnum Primary School Journals are a wonderful way of displaying your child’s photos and memories 
from school.  
 
Orders can be made early in Term 2 for either Deluxe and Standard albums, as well as refills. If you would like 
to view an example, a standard album will be on display in the school office. 

 

 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au
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OSHClub News 

Before School / After School Care Program  OSHClub News 
Before School / After School Care Program  

Program Update – 5th March 2020 

OSHC program phone: 0413 227 071 
Dear Parents,  
 
Labour Day Public Holiday- Monday 9th March 
As this is a public holiday, OSHClub will not be operating on this day (the school will also be closed).  
 

Vacation Care Programs now open!  
is the time to begin thinking about the vacation care options you have available to you. Although we do offer a 
vacation care program here at  Laburnum you don’t have to bring your child here- we have over 40 all across 
Melbourne!  
By utilising an OSHClub vacation care program, you are ensuring that your child has a great day as they explore 
different themes! Enrolling your child into a VAC program also means consistent routines and expectations to 
help your child settle in, and less paperwork for you to handle as your child is already enrolled with OSHClub. 
You will need to complete a new enrolment if you want to attend a different school, however I am available to 
assist you with this process. I also have fact sheets available in the OSHC room and school office. Otherwise you 
can book normally, by logging into your iParent Portal account. 
 

VAC Cancellation Policy 
7 days’ notice is required for cancellation of a Vacation Care booking to ensure you will not incur out of pocket 
costs. Cancellations can be made by the following means: 

 Online- logging into your account at www.oshclub.com.au 

 Phone- contacting the Customer Service and Billing Team on 1300 395 735 

 Text- SMS to the Coordinator of the program including your child’s name, and the session (BSC/ ASC) and 
date you wish to cancel 

 
 
**Student Free Day is running!!** 
I can confirm that this day had enough bookings to run. Thank-you to those families who have booked their child 
in so promptly. Here are some facts about how the day will run: 
 
Times: 7am – 6:00pm (you may attend anytime between these times) 
 
Cost: Up to $49.40 per child (depending on CCS entitlements) 
 
How to Book: Please log into your account online at www.oshclub.com.au and book in under the After School 
Care bookings tab. To book, please contact us directly on 0413 227 071. 
 
What happens: Loads of fun for all ages including art/craft, games, sports, drama, board games and fun with 
friends. 
 
What to bring: Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. School uniform is not required. 
 
 

Technology and Laptops at OSHClub 
Since the beginning of 2019, we have restricted the use of laptops by children at OSHClub to better support their 
development. This means that children will not be permitted to access their computers (or other electronic 
devices) whilst they are in our care. The goal of this is to ensure children have more opportunities to participate 
in group games and activities, which will further promote the importance of physical, social and emotional 
wellbeing. 
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OSHClub News 

Before School / After School Care Program  OSHClub News 
Before School / After School Care Program  

Program Update – 5th March 2020 

OSHC program phone: 0413 227 071 
 
If your child has homework to complete, they will be able to use their computer as long as they have a signed 
technology agreement (signed by both parent and child) and can show evidence of what their homework is (so 
we can support their learning). 
 
Our Menu for next week! 
Fresh fruit and vegetables are always available. For ASC we serve this on a platter (in addition to the menu items 
below). 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

BSC   Waffles TBC**  

ASC Main  Pasta Bake Burritos Pasta with 
homemade basil 

pesto 

Fried rice with 
vegetables 

ASC 5:15pm 
Snack 

 Rice cakes 
with spreads 

Brown rice 
crackers with dip 

Salada Biscuits Ritz Biscuits 

**TBC- At OSHClub our menu ideas are flexible, incorporating child choice. We have yet to confirm the ‘TBC’ 
options above, though we can guarantee it will be healthy and delicious! 

 

  

 

Parent Information 

All children must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au (where you will be directed to the kidsoft page). 

All bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings, please 
contact the coordinator directly at the program. 

OSHClub Head Office and Accounts: 1300 395 735 (8am-6pm) 

OSHClub Accounts: oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au 

Coordinators: Mary Corbisiero & Lynette Bailey  
  
Educators: Alagammal & Chiara   

 

Left: An afternoon spent 
outside experimenting 
with the scents and 
flavours of nature around 
us! 
 
 
Right: One of the most 
popular activities is Lego, 
of which we have an 
extensive collection. 
Pictured is Caterina’s 
house! 
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Janet Street Blackburn VIC 3130 • T: 9898 5811  • F: 9898 9024 • OSHC: 9898 0242 • www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au 

 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au


 

Janet Street Blackburn VIC 3130 • T: 9898 5811  • F: 9898 9024 • OSHC: 9898 0242 • www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au 
 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au


 

Janet Street Blackburn VIC 3130 • T: 9898 5811  • F: 9898 9024 • OSHC: 9898 0242 • www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au 

 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au


 

Janet Street Blackburn VIC 3130 • T: 9898 5811  • F: 9898 9024 • OSHC: 9898 0242 • www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au  

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au


 

Janet Street Blackburn VIC 3130 • T: 9898 5811  • F: 9898 9024 • OSHC: 9898 0242 • www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au 

 

Term Dates 2020 

Term 1 Starts: Thur 30  January 

(28 & 29 Jan are student free days) 

  Ends: Fri 27 March 

Term 2 Starts: Tues 14 April 

  Ends: Fri 26 June 

Term 3 Starts: Mon 13 July 

  Ends: Fri 18 September 

Term 4 Starts: Mon 05 October 

  Ends: Fri 18 December 

http://www.laburnumps.vic.edu.au

